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Throughout the course of his international banking career, Ioannis Zafiriou has occupied a 

number of roles covering all areas of finance. He began working in New York City at Bankers 

Trust and subsequently moved to Milan (Italy) focusing on Italian government agencies, 

financial institutions and corporates in the area of derivatives. In that role, he introduced 

and structured derivative transactions in the Italian market. In 1990, he joined Credit 

Suisse’s Investment Bank (Credit Suisse First Boston, CSFB) with a team of colleagues and 

established a subsidiary of the Credit Suisse Group focused on structuring derivative 

transactions in favour of global institutional clients of CSFB (governments, financial 

institutions, and corporates). In 1998, became the head of the European Fixed Income and 

Equities Group at CSFB with focus on European institutional clients. In this role he was 

managing a set of businesses involving debt capital markets, derivatives, foreign exchange 

and the structuring and sales teams of the European Investment Bank. The business covered 

a vast array of different asset classes including real estate, securitisation, issuing and sales of 

public securities in favour of clients, hedging structures of currencies and interest rates. In 

this role, he was a member of the Global management and Operating Committee of CSFB. 13 

In 2004, he moved to the Wealth Management Division of Credit Suisse and established a 

global investment banking unit, Credit Suisse Solution Partners. The objective of this group 

was to service the complex needs of the large institutional private clients of the Bank. It 

entailed structuring and executing share backed financing, mergers and acquisitions, 

investment structures and derivatives and real estate investments and financing. He was a 

member of the Management Board of the Private Bank. Given Mr Zafiriou’s diverse roles in 

covering both institutional and private clients throughout his career, he was extensively 

involved in addressing all aspects of the real estate needs of that client base. This 

involvement entailed structuring financing of real estate assets in many geographic 

jurisdictions (Europe, Asia, US), generating real estate opportunities for real estate investors, 

disposals of real estate, hedging of interest rate or currency risks, purchasing and sale of real 

estate vehicles, as well as structuring and executing where possible, securitisation of real 

estate assets. Ioannis Zafiriou received his BA in Economics from Amherst College and his 

MBA in Finance from the NYU Stern School of Business. He was a member of the General 

Council of the HSFS (Hellenic Financial Stability Fund) from 2012 to 2015. 


